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2023 SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN: 

 Getting Ready to Read
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FLASH TALKS
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A LOOK AT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OHIO
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Evidence-based curriculum supplement: 
Sit Together and Read
Dr. Laura Justice, Executive Director of the Schoenbaum 
Family Center and Crane Center for Early Childhood 
Research and Policy
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Sit Together and Read
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A scientifically based intervention for improving early-literacy skills

Laura Justice, PhD
Distinguished Professor – Educational Psychology
Executive Director – Crane Center for Early Childhood Research and Policy 
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Print Knowledge
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Print Knowledge

Universal cognitive 
prerequisite for 

reading development
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Print Knowledge… 
does not always emerge naturally

PRINT-FOCUSED READ-
ALOUDS

Reading books with children and 
deliberately talking about or 
pointing to print
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Print-Focused Read-Alouds

• Point to print
• Track the print
• Comment on print
• Question about print
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Sit Together and Read (STAR)

A manualized book-reading 
program featuring print-focused 

read-alouds to enhance children’s 

print knowledge: 

Book and 
print 

organization

Letters 

Print meaning

Words 
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4 Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs)

• STAR-1: 85 publicly funded preschool classrooms

• STAR-2: 83 early childhood special education classrooms

• STAR-3: 128 parent-child dyads

• STAR-4: 320 parent-child dyads (ongoing) 
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STAR1 Results (N = 550 children)
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STAR1 Results (N = 550 children)

• High levels of fidelity for teachers

• Very low-cost intervention

• Short-term impacts on print knowledge (alphabet, print 
concepts, name writing)

• Two-year sustained impacts on reading (decoding, 
comprehension, spelling) 
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star.ehe.osu.edu
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Statewide efforts to support children and 
families
Kara Wente, Director of the Ohio Department of 
Children and Youth
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Bolstering literacy: Teacher capacity, multi-
tiered support systems, and partnerships
Dr. Melissa Weber-Mayrer, Chief of Literacy for the 
Ohio Department of Education
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Early Literacy Center: Playscapes to 
build early literacy
Becky Schaade, Library Director at Fairfield 
County District Library
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Ohio Ready to Read: Librarians 
empowering families in early literacy
Julia Shaheen, Literacy Manager at Stark County District 
Library and Trainer for Ohio Ready to Read
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School Readiness at the Library!
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Storytime at the Library!
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Programs at the Library!
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Passive Activities at the Library!
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Outreach with the Library!
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Workshops at the Library!
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For more information…
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FINAL THOUGHTS
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SURVEY

Please take a moment to fill this out.

*Required for those seeking certificates 
of attendance or Ohio-Approved credit.
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AWARDS CEREMONY
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CRANE EXCELLENCE IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AWARDS
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AWARD WINNER

Crane Excellence in Early Childhood 
Practice Award
Rebecca Love, Director of Early Childhood 
Education for the Franklin County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities
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AWARD WINNER

Crane Excellence in Early Childhood 
Research Award
Dr. Monica Johnson Mitchell, Professor of 
Pediatrics in Behavioral Medicine and Clinical 
Psychology at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
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AWARD WINNER

Crane Excellence in Early Childhood 
Policy Award
Ohio First Lady Fran DeWine
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2023 SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN
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Thank you for being here with us today!
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